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On a COLD Monday, November 14th in  
the Holy Pavilion, we celebrated  
LYNN FERREN DAY - the 40th anniversary 
of Mrs. Ferren's employment at HNES. 
Mrs. Ferren has served in many roles at 
HNES since 1982: preschool teacher, 
librarian, summer camp director, wildlife 
rehabilitation expert, book fair organizer, 
"stand-inchaplain," fundraiser volunteer  
and donor, safety drill coordinator, 
laminating facilitator, technology teacher, 
school photo manager, yearbook publisher, 
historian, purchasing clerk, official event 
photographer, and friend -  
just to name a few. :) 
On LYNN FERREN DAY, our entire current 
student body was joined by numerous 
alumni, school friends, and even some of 
Mrs. Ferren's family members ï brother Skip 
Carroll, son Jeff and his wife Aurora. 
Our celebration was named "$40 and a 
Favor." The "$40" represented the 40 years 
of Mrs. Ferren's service and the "favor" 
represented the service gifts that we offered. 
We encouraged all to consider a financial 
gift of $40, a donation of a book, a donation 
of pet food, or an act of kindness. There 
were 142 books donated, 58 bags of pet 

food 
contributed,  

97 acts of kindness completed 
and $4,140 raised! (These 
funds -SEE PAGE 14 - will 
support growth of our science 
department at Mrs. Ferrenôs 
request.) Our 8th graders all 
carried ñMrs. Ferren Big Headò 
and every student was happy to 
receive a ñLynn Ferren lollipopò 
- a sucker with a sticker of Mrs. 
Ferrenôs face on the wrapper!  
The ceremony: Father Steve 
gave a special blessing; our 

elementary students, directed by Leigh 
Gladden sang Josh Grobanôs ñYou Raise 
Me Up,ò guest speaker Beverly McDaniel 
(HNES Head Mistress 1988-2008) thanked 
Mrs. Ferren, Amy Moody & alumnus son 
Jake Moody prepared a slide show, and 
HNES Board of Trustee President William 
Cramer presented a very special honor ï 
our Holy Nativity Library will forever be 
known as ñThe Lynn Ferren Library.ò Mrs. 
Ferren even received a replica ñLynn Ferren 
Libraryò plaque with signatures from all the 
1st-8th grade students! 
Lynn Marie Carroll Ferren was born in 
Evanston, Illinois, near Chicago ï 
explaining her lifetime loyalty to the Cubs. 
Lynn is the oldest of three ï two brothers 
Norman ñSkipò Caroll and Jim (passed in 
2021). Mrs. Ferren made Panama City 
home when her husband was named 
manager of the Army & Air Force Exchange 
Service at Tyndall Air Force Base. 
In 1982, Mrs. Ferren was asked to take over 
the 3K class for Mrs. Tucker, who was 
going on 
maternity 
leave. 
Mrs. 
Ferren 
writes, 

ñWhen I started, the kids played and 
colored some pages while learning about 
being with friends. My co-teacher in 3K, 
Keiko Akamine and I worked on a program 
that I used in my former school in Ocean 
Springs, Mississippi. It was the Letter of 
the Week. We had so much fun finding all 
sorts of activities for each letter to cover 
everything including reading, math, 
science, and just plain fun.ò 
 Mrs. Ferren is definitely remembered for 
her animals! ñSince I worked as a 
rehabilitation volunteer, I had baby birds, 
baby squirrels, and baby possums to 
foster. The babies had to be fed often, so I 
had them at school where we would take 
breaks for feedings. We also had lots of 
class pets. The one who lived the longest 
at school was Mr. T, the turtle. He loved 
cheese omelets and turtle racing around 
the kids. We also had rabbits, guinea pigs, 
hamsters, gerbils, fish, and rats. We did 
not have them all at one time! Twenty 
years in the classroom gives you plenty of 
time to have lots of different animal 
friends. At home, I have had four beloved 
doggies and two special Cockatiels, 
Patrick William and Sammy. 10-year old 
Shadow is my special fur baby now. His 
sister is Nola, Ms. Hopeôs dog.ò 
Mrs. Ferrenôs other job is at St. Patrickôs 
Episcopal Church where she is the Senior 
Warden assisting Vicar Julia Phillips. 
Mrs. Ferren surmises: ñThe very best part 
of working at HNES is the fact that for all 
these years, I have worked every day at 
job that I love with people that I love. I 
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I am not telling anyone new 
information when it comes to 
deĜning what the word ¯normal° 
means.  Webster's Dictionary 
describes the word ¯normal° as 
meaning: Conforming to a type, 
standard, or regular pattern :  
Characterized by that which is 
considered usual, typical, or 
routine. 

 

As you can see from this 
deĜnition, we are not living in 
¯normal times.° Nothing about the 
past Ĝve years would be classiĜed 
as even remotely ¯typical or 
routine,° to say the least! We are 
all facing some sort of shift in what 
normal used to mean for us, even 
if we don®t necessarily see it for 
ourselves. So many elements are 
out of our control as human 
beings. However, there are many 
elements that we do have control 
over, such as our reactions and 
how we treat one another.  

 

 As we all know, our two school 
rules that have been in place since 
our school was established in 
1959 are to ¯Love God and Love 
One Another.° We are all dealing 
with this shifting world, but the 
important thing to remember is 
that we are not alone in these 
challenging times, because we 
have God with us wherever we go. 
Also, we can be supportive of one 
another during these trials and 
tribulations. Our children are 
watching us and learning how to 
operate in this changing world. For 
me, I would like my children to see 
that you can be kind, 
compassionate, and empathic to 
each other, even if you don®t fully 
understand what the other person 
might be going through. We are 
not meant to have the same 
viewpoints, beliefs, or 

experiences. How we see the 
world is deĜned by the lens of our 
past experiences, and no two 
people will ever see through the 
same lens.  How boring would 
that world be for everyone?  

 

This year marked my third year 
as Head of School. Since the past 
two years were also marked by 
hurricane recovery and COVID, I 
was prepared for what I thought 
would be my Ĝrst ¯normal° school 
year. However, I am fully 
convinced that no one knows 
what the word ¯normal° means 
anymore. Nothing about this year 
falls under the deĜnition of 
normal. However, even during 
these shifting times, our school 
continues to stand strong in faith 
and hope. I am reminded of a 
comment that was made to me 
this year: ¯HNES is truly a beacon 
of hope for this community.° 
Wow! That speaks volumes about 
everyone that works tirelessly to 
make our school such an integral 
part of this community.  

 

Did you know that even during 
these trying times, our school was 
able to implement so many 
wonderful opportunities for our 
community? Some of those 
accomplishments are because of 
so many outstanding parents willing 
to help pitch in! Just to name a few 
of those opportunities, the school 
now has an All Pro Dad chapter at 
HNES, Parent Council provided 
numerous family-oriented events, 
such as the Daddy Daughter 
Dance, Food Trucks for Open 
House, and a Mom & Son Kickball 
Game. They have even more 
opportunities planned throughout 
the summer. Also, I was able to 
implement regular ¯Coffee with the 
Head° sessions to allow for greater 
communication with our 
families.  This also facilitates the 
timely delivery of topical 
information, such as safety 
information, following the Nashville 
tragedy. Family surveys have 
enabled us to gather parent 
feedback, which has led to better 
informed decision-making for the 
school.  

 

Just think about all that our devoted 

NORMAL, whatôs that mean? A personal reflection written by Cynthia Fuller, Head of School  

faculty members were able to 
accomplish this year from all of our 
Invention Convention entries winning 
Ĝrst place, to our world famous 
Robotics and our MathCounts team! 
Field trips galore were brought back 
across grade levels to allow for even 
more learning opportunities for our 
students. Let®s not forget the many 
teachers that continue to pour their 
heart and soul into their students 
everyday. HNES is truly a magical 
place! 

 

After reading this reflection, I hope 
you will also reflect on how you can 
contribute to making this world a 
more compassionate place for every 
living thing that calls this ¯spinning 
ball° home. If you don®t know where 
to begin, I think the perfect starting 
place is to implement our two school 
rules: ¯Love God and Love Your 
Neighbor.° Wow! What a new normal 
our planet would be if everyone 
would embrace those rules.  

 

As a Ĝnal reminder for us all: 
B̄e strong and courageous the Lord 
your God is with you wherever you 
go.°Ȱ Joshua 1:9 

Head of School Cynthia Fuller was named  
to the NATIONWIDE REGISTRIES OF WOMEN  
OF DISTINCTION 2022 for her òself-less 
dedication to her profession through talent, 
experience, integrity, and grace.ó   
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FACULTY NEWS: Special Retirements Marked with Facility Naming Plaques 

Kathy Mills retires in 2022! After 20+ years at HNES - beginning as a substitute teacher when her 

daughter Callie (c/o 2010) was an HNES student, then computer education teacher, then moving into the 
Business Office and eventually as Director of Finance, Kathy Mills announced her retirement in the Spring of 
2022. Her namesake plaque adorns the building formerly known as òHouse 2ó at 212 Hamilton Avenue. This 
house was not only Mrs. Mills office since 2009, it still serves as Mrs. Ferrenõs office and Ms. Hopeõs òdance 
studio.ó Post retirement, Mrs. Mills continues to provide consultant support for which we are so grateful! 

Janet Fiser completes 20 years teaching at HNES. Above Daughter-n-law Ami Fiser 

captures on video the moment that the newest door plaque was revealed by Head of School 
Cynthia Fuller and Director of Development Amy Moody to Mrs. Fiser! It was the last day of school 
for Mrs. Fiser, May 25, 2022. Son James and husband Howard looked on with pride inside the 
òMrs. Fiserõs ôFrog Pondõó classroom. After 20 years of teaching at Holy Nativity in preschool, art, 
and 2nd grade, Mrs. Fiser retired from her classroom responsibilities. Fortunately for us all, in 
2022-23, Mrs. Fiser has been seen occasionally substituting in our elementary classrooms.  

ITõS A RAINBOW! 
Kindergarten teacher 
Lindsay Williams 
captured this great shot 
on August 9, 2022. 
What a beautiful symbol 
of God's gracious 
promises! God did not 
promise we will never 
experience storms, but 
He has promised He will 
be with us during them.  
(Genesis 9) 
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7th grader Catches WORLD RECORD 624-Pound Blue Marlin 

It was an unforgettable trip for Elizabeth Arn. In late May of 2022, Elizabeth, her  
Dad Jonathan Arn, and a crew from Destin, set off on a memorable deep-sea  
fishing expedition. They traveled from Panama City Beach to Miami where they  
met up with their crew, then flew to Lisbon, Portugal, and finally to Cape Verde  
off the coast of Africa.  
ñWe traveled to West Africa, Cape Verde specifically, to capture the Female  
IGFA Junior Angler Record,ò said Elizabethôs Dad, Jonathan.  Randy Baker,  
of Destin, captained the 43-foot boat. Stephen Hall and Chase Travers served  
as first and second mate, and Capt. Scott Murie (also from Destin) manned the  
gaff, according to The Destin Log. 
On May 31, Arn was using an extra-large horse ballyhoo as bait when she  
hooked the blue marlin herself. Using 80-pound test fishing line and sitting in a 
fighting chair, the 12-year-old got the fish to the boat in roughly 30 minutes. 
Captain Randy Baker said the crew donated the marlin meat after they weighed  
the fish back at the dock in Cape Verde. 
The International Game Fish Association has confirmed the 624-pound  
Blue Marlin is a Junior World record - a category for anglers aged 11-16.  
According to Outdoor Life, the previous junior world record was held by Jordan 
McCullough, of Destin, who reeled in a 549-pound blue marlin off the coast of 
Ghana, Africa in 2003. The all-tackle world record blue marlin was 1,376 pounds 
and caught by Jay de Beaubien on May 31, 1982 off Kaaiwi Point, Kona, Hawaii. 

On March 24th, 2023, 6th 
grade scholar-athlete Bi-Neh 
Awantang became one of the 
youngest players to win a BAY 
COUNTY high school tennis 
championship when she 
claimed the title at the age of 
12 years, 3 months.  
Playing for Rutherford School, 
Bi-Neh won the 2nd seed, 
Girlsô Singles Title by beating 
the North Bay Haven 2nd 
seed, 6-2, 6-0. She and partner 
Mbongta Awantang (her 

sister and HNES alumna) also claimed the Bay County  
1st seed Girlsô Doublesô Title! In April, Bi-Neh added DISTRICT 
2-A Singles & Doubles Championships to her resume. 
Concluding her first year of high school tennis, Bi-Neh heads to 
State Competition on April 24th with a 2023 high school record 
of  11-1 singles, 10-2 doubles.    
As of April, Bi-Nehôs Rankings in Age12 Girls are impressive:  
Nationally ranked #268, State ranked #33, Region ranked #1. 
Bi-Neh also serves as SGA Treasurer and maintains a 4.0 
GPA. She takes pride in being a leader and a good student. 
Holy Nativity middle school students tryout and participate on  
sports teams at Bay County public and charter schools. 

6th grader Hannah Kline has had 
another record-breaking year for 
Edgewater Gymnastics.  This 
2023 season, she has seven 1st 
place All Around titles, (not 
including state). In addition to 
winning 1st place at every meet 
this season in her age group, she 
also took home 1st place of all 
ages combined as Grand 
Champion. She has 11 scores in 
ñAmericaôs Top 100ò throughout 
her career & is currently ranked 
#3 & #4 in the country on floor 
with her most recent 9.925 & 9.9 
floor scores. She has 23 total 1st place All Around titles in her career. 
This is her 4th year in a row to be named Team Captain & last year  
at the Edgewater banquet, was awarded ñHardest Worker.ò  
It surprises no one that Hannah is also a straight-A student and 
continues to make academics a priority in her busy schedule. 
2021 Xcel Silver State AA Champion  
2021 Xcel Silver Team Florida  
2022 Xcel Gold State AA Champion  
2022 Xcel Gold Regional AA Champion  
2023 Xcel Platinum State AA Champion  
2023 Xcel Platinum Team Florida  (competition in May) 
PHOTO and stats by Julie Kline 

Keep Your Eyes on these Holy Nativity 6th grade Scholar-Athletes 
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Our seventh and eighth grade robotics 

team, The Robo-Bolts, has continued  

to build on the strong foundation built 

by our first robotics team during the 

2020-2021 school year.  Last yearõs 

successful season culminated with 

them winning the Regional 

Championship and going on to 

represent the Northwest Florida region 

at the State Tournament.  They also 

received an invitation to attend the 

prestigious Razorback Open Invitational 

at the University of Arkansas.  Eighty 

top teams from around the world 

compete at this event.  òIt was a lot of 

fun.  We got to meet teams from 

around the world and learn more about 

Fayetteville.  Seeing all of the amazing 

robots and innovation projects from  

the different teams was a great 

experience,ó recalls Robo-Bolts team 

member Anna McCord.   

Making this trip required the support of 

many sponsors.  The St. Joe Community 

Foundation, Naval Surface Warfare 

Center-Panama City, Keeton 

Corrections, Anchor CEI, Proper Fox 

Consulting, E. F. San Juan, Society for 

American Military Engineers (SAM-E), 

Bryan Muller, Judy Hughes, the Ben Lee 

Family, the Max McCord Family,  

Dr. Sam & Dr. Laurie Wolf, Doolittle 

Institute/Defensewerx, and several 

anonymous donors helped the team 

take part in this phenomenal event.  

We are so grateful! 

As we left the 2022 competition in 

Arkansas, several commented that this 

was a òonce in a lifetime experience.ó  

That statement seemed more likely as 

we headed to our Regional 

Championship this year.  After winning 

the top award at our initial tournament, 

we would be competing with the top 18 

teams in Northwest Florida, and six of 

our team members were unable to 

attend as they were on a school field 

trip to New York.  With only three of our 

nine team members competing, 

success seemed unlikely.   

The Robo-Bolts participate in FIRST 

LEGO League (FLL). FIRST was founded 

in 1992 to inspire young students to 

follow technical career paths. To 

participate in FLL, teams must 

undertake a number of tasks. They 

build a robot using LEGO parts and use 

a Scratch-based coding language to 

program the robot so that it will 

complete a series of missions in a 

timed obstacle course challenge.  

A separate part of the competition 

requires that the team create an 

innovative solution related to this 

yearõs theme-energy. The Robo-Bolts 

designed òThe Bolt Buoy.ó  This is a 

buoy designed for near-shore 

deployment that can act as a 

charging station for electric boats 

and electrical boat components.  We 

hope to increase the use of 

renewable resources in coastal 

areas, reducing pollution.  The team 

members have to present their robot 

design and their innovation project to 

a panel of judges and answer 

questions.  These judges are STEM 

professionals, and, let me tell you, 

they have some great (and 

challenging) questions!  A final part 

of the competition evaluates each 

team on how well the team embodies 

the core values of FIRST: Discovery, 

Innovation, Impact, Inclusion, 

Teamwork, and Fun.  As you can see, 

this competition is 

multifaceted and 

demanding for a full 

team of middle 

schoolers-and 

certainly for a team 

of three.  However, 

this dedicated team 

was determined to 

shine!  The Robo-

Bolts finished the 

Regional Competition 

with the top award 

for Robot Design and 

were second overall, 

earning a bid to 

compete in an International 

Invitational once again!  We are 

headed back to the University of 

Arkansas for the Razorback Open 

Invitational again!  Indeed, lightning 

has struck twice for this amazing 

team!   A number of generous 

supporters have already stepped up to 

help with our second trip to Arkansas.  

Thank you to Keeton Corrections, Matt 

Marshall of Marshall Brothers 

Construction & Engineering, Frank 

Gizzo of Heidt Design, Douglas Dykes, 

Richard and Kim Dodd, Jay and Amy 

Moody, Monica Banton, Jillian 

Preston, Kirsten McCord, Madge 

Smith, Will Lark, Mary Darrah, Judy 

Hughes, Mary Sittman, and Doolittle 

Institute/Defensewerx.  Rookie team 

member Abram Jeffery is anxious to 

take part in his first international 

robotics competition.  òItõs going to be 

so exciting!ó  We are all looking 

forward to another great trip filled with 

robotics fun and learning! ~ Jan Dykes 

The 2021-2022 Robo-Bolts: Jordan Ambrose, John Moore, Grady Oenbrink, Ryan Spence,  
Jalon Santiago, Caleb Jeffery, Jackson Lee, Johnathan Gaither, Mbongta Awantang, Anna McCord 

Robo -Bolts Continue to Shine ~ by Coach Jan Dykes  

The 2022-2023 Robo-Bolts: Coach Audra Resler, Abram Jeffery, 
Ryan Spence, Jackson Lee, Noah Huston, Lauren Berry, John Moore, 
Anna McCord, Jalon Santiago, & Roger Coulther & Coach Jan Dykes. 
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These special windows hang on the east and west 
walls of McDaniel Hall representing the six 
liturgical seasons of: Advent, Christmas, 
Epiphany, Lent, Easter, and Pentecost. Adding 
to the beautiful tissue paper design art, is the 
engineering that offers lighting behind each of the 
panes. The windows actually plug in and shine! 
Mrs. Perry and her students created the first three 
windows when she was our HNES Art Teacher in 
2007-2010.    When Mrs. Perry returned to HNES 
to teach math in school years 2017-18, 2018-19, 
2020-21, she was determined to finish the project 
with her math studentsðand three more windows 
were created to complete the liturgical collection.  
We are so grateful to Jane Perry for designing 
and producing this lifetime treasure for our school! 
In addition to serving as an extraordinary and 
heroic teacher when we needed her most,  
Jane is the Mom to HNES alumnae Rachel  
(c/o 2008) and Robyn (c/o 2012). 

 

Do you know about our Stained Glass òWindowsó in McDaniel Hall? 

Artist , teacher, and HNES friend, Jane Perry stands with three of our Stained Glass 

ñWindowsò that hang on the east wall of McDaniel Hall. (November 2019)  

Our HNES Story - Dr. Nimae Awantang 

Education is the passport to the future, for tomorrow 

belongs to those who prepare for it today. ð Malcolm X. 
 

After separating from the U.S. Army, our family relocated to 
Panama City, Florida to be closer to family and embrace a 

slower pace of life. With our first two children being 3years 

and18 months old at the time, our family was truly 

inexperienced with any school system. After a semester at 

a public school, we were seeking out a smaller, yet more 

challenging and educationally diverse setting when a friend 

of ours recommended Holy Nativity Episcopal School.   

Nestled beautifully in the Cove, my impression of our first 

visit was simply delightful. Both girls had a stimulating 
interview with math teacher, Mrs. Moody, and the tour by 

the registrar, Mrs. Terry could not have been a warmer 

welcome. They were exploring their new environment with 

a curiosity and comfort level that I had only previously 

observed at home. In that moment, I decided to begin our 

journey as a family at HNES. Nine years later, four of our 

six children have attended this institution and have 

enjoyed every learning opportunity presented to them in 

and out of the classroom. We have come to know staff and 
faculty personally and we have worked together to identify 

and nurture their talents while assisting them with 

navigating the challenges that they have encountered. Our 

children have had the opportunity to learn lessons beyond 

the classroom through live play performances, sports, art, 

technology and in middle school participate in the Student 

Government Association, competitive robotics team, invention convention and the MathCounts team. With our 

oldest starting high school in the International Baccalaureate (IB) program next year, I have no doubt our children 

are well prepared.        Education is good; education is fun, and HNES purveys that passport to the future. 

The Awantang Family 2023: Dad Dr. Mark Awantang,  
Mbongta (13), Bi-Neh (12), Mom Nimae, Ayingnwi (born Nov 2022), 

Azah (kindergarten), Azeôe (2nd grade), and Ts® (3). 


