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In September, Holy Nativity Episcopal t HOLY NATIVITY l
School kicked off an ambitious capital EPIS A
campaign to raise funds for a STREAM

(Science, Technology, Robotics,
Engineering, Arts, & Mathematics)
BuildingThe goal is to raf&& 000,00
construct a stadétheart Science Lab on
the historic Cove School cariipes. '
STREAM Building will provide a facility
experiments involving physics and
chemistry, access to equipment such ag
Smart Tables and 3D printers, space fof
robot building & coding, opportunities fo=*
innovation & invention presentations, a |
platform for design and creation in fine & =
and performing arts, and space for prob
solving, and-person mathematics —_— ' ’ ———
competitions. The Building will be (left to right) Linda & Tom Weller, Members of the Cramer Family: Rosemary,
constructed at the south end of the main  Monica, Christopher, Sawyer, Pam, Carter, Liam, Carolyn Cramer, & Will Cran

schoolhouse and is expected to be i
completed in the 2@6school year. School. From here he went on to attengover the construction and mortgage
(See page 5 for list of donors.) Bay High School and received his degrleans accumulated during the

. from the Unlversn?/ of Florida. After joiniagonstruction of the school building.
fWho loves Holy Natvily  Car o | Y yrfitdd &tft&sNavy, he graduated flomt her Tomés ti me
asked at a special chapel service on  ha University of Michigan, attended wasnot over -J0@7she vy
November 29th, #f Wesln{inar)tz, ndl befam@4 phiestin¥2  sBrfe@ & kh& school chaplain and middle

7o,

who love it a whole lot nonela & Tom ghigcopal Church. Along the way, he school religion teacher. He taught using
WellerAnd | want to name the new builgifig e his hometown sweetheart Linda wo mai n rul es, AL
for them as a thank you and as a permas|gafs neighbor.o In 2014

reminder of their p, %: tinfe away, Cove School, wagecided to honor Linda and Tom by
Mrs. Cramero6s $30Qyfy cI&stQ1%§8)',i febdiof Nc rMCaVi€dhg t he annual
the HNES campaign total to $778,000 Qf} pstantial repairs, and was scheduledTois award recognizes one eighth grader
that great November day. _ demolition. However, at this same timeyho exemplifies outstanding character,
Mrs. Crameros gif ty \divily EpisBdpdl SchoBl Was thiafytf academic progress, and a strong
donations of $100,000 from the San Jugli5;r cove neighborhood and was in ricbtion to the mission of our school.
Family of Dottie & Ed San Juan and Magy more space to house their growing When past, present, and future families
Kathryn, and Edward San Juan, a gift (%Z)pulation In 1998, Father Tomalongwith Hol y Nati vity r
$150,000 from the Charles A. Whitehegg, gjj| |joyd, and other membersoftha nd Tom Wel |l er , 0 w!
Foundation and Lynn & Greg Brudnicki, g0dl \ativity Foundation, worked to resterdisplayed on the entrance of the

an ANONYMOUS gift of $150,000 recefybhstoric Cove School and made it STREAM Building, they will forever be

at Christmas time. possible for Holy Nativity Episcopal Sctioel mi nded of t he We|
About the Wellers to move into the much larger facility. and love of our school. As Father Tom
Linda & Tom Weller have had anincrediblen da, Tomds wi f e 0nwa sl @aythalihis linly place vallo r
impact on Holy Nativity for the past 80 the work being accomplished, and her always be filled with joy, fun and
years, but Mr . We Inother Gusile Peters Gralam, establistizaipetitios, love, healthy children, and
school began when he was just a younghe first charitable annuity trust fund in theyour life and Time, as in my life and
boy. In 1941, he started 1st grade at Camount of $700,000. This money helpeimeh appy memor i es. 0
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HOLY NATIVITY EPISCOPAL SCHOOL
presents the

2024 Father Steve Bates
Retirement Celebration

TAILGATE

PARTY
FRIDAY, MARCH 8, 2024
3:30PM-6:30 PM
HoLy NATIVITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH

ST

What You Did For Love balloons, and cardboard Father Steve + cardboard Nig

(Lyrical adaptation written by 4

Kiss today goodbye

Wish me luck, the same to you
But | wonét f ofr.g
What you did for love, what yo
for love. Look, my eyes are d
The gift was ours to borrow

It's as if we always knew
And | won't forget what you did [for
love, what you did for love
Gone Love is never gone
As we travel on

Love's what we'll remember
Kiss today goodbye

And point me toward tomorrow
We did what we had to do
Won't forget, can't regret
What you did for love

What you did for love

Love is never gone

As we travel on

Love's what we'll remember
Kiss today goodbye ,
And point me toward tomor
We did what we had to do
Won't forget, can't regret
What you did for love
What you did for love
What you did for love

THERE'S A
SERMON

IN THERE
SOMEWHERE!

Leigh Gladden) 5:00 pm Claire Drobia (6th grade Mom) presen

The sweetness and the sorrow| g.1 4 hm Tricia Berry (HNES Board of Trustees/HNECE @ndt begi n

eveds 2024 Ret ithereemhEonthall TaifgatedPa

Father Steve Day Agenda March 8, &
1:55 pm Students and faculty congregyes
Williambs Fiel#®
the Holy Pavilion
2:00 pm Welcome by Cynthia Ful
2:05 pm Sowyhat You Did for Lbye
Kindergarten through 5th grades
Directed by Leigh Gladden, Music T
2:20 pm Cheers by Bolts Cheerlead:
Directed by Michelle Cool, Shanun
Bridget Granducci, Cheer Coache’
2:30 priParty Down with the Priest SNalsBaelcligfctde SRRl ERE]e ry
Dance Party on /‘ YoU
2:45 pm Students & faculty begin rett (
class pick up cookie on way back to ¢ N
3:15 pm Families and friends begin to:
on Holy Nativity Church campus. Bu
i S E R MO N AhirtQHudks Tricia!
Thank you, Wendy Mowat for organ
volunteer tailgaters set up in parking |2 |
& signature Alabama drinks provided, Thank
you, Ms. Hope!, music & Alabama football hig
showing on inflatable screen, Thank you, Lyn
Tailgate games arranged on south lawn. Playgro
Photo opportunities available with HNES back

30 pm SURPRI SE! The B?veryl\/lc anie

E.F. San Juameated pine cross in honor of ?‘Hanfgvou from Fr. Steve™
Father Steve for school campus (see p.7), Dear Ones,

member) gives closing remarks of gratitudeappreciate everything you did for |
o b Steve Day. Itos/

forget. I wonot !
7] by name because the truth is there wEthvard &
g & far more people involved than | knoMary Kathryn
As Tricia Berry mentioned, there wa32n Juan
a part of me that was dreading the day
because despite what | do for a living, | really ar
uncomfortable being the center of attention. But also, |
realized that the celebration was going to make|the fact
that | 6m | eaving even| mor
| miss this place terribBesides, you had it all
‘}ﬁé}ackwards I should be throwing a celebration for you.
“I Being a part of Holy Nativity for all these years is one of
the great joys of my life. Thank you for allowing|me to be
a part of this special place. Thank you for allowing me to
ibe a part of your <childre
me to be a part of your family life both in good times and
g bad. Thank you for allowing me to have a job where |
§ | actually go to work and get 300 hugs each day.|You will
¥ *| never fully know how much that has meant to me over
the years. Fridayodos cel e
| Thank you seems so inadequate but please know my
gpqltmugeg;omes with much love. God love you all
(and Roll Tide!), Steve+

3




Roots, Hope, & Love ~ by Cynthia Fuller, Head of School

him so special to our community. Father
community with such strong generatiodgy  is'not only a spiritual guide, but also
ties is a true blessing, and we are prodflaio 4 'to many. He is someone who is

of our unique place. always available to listen and offer

Our school is blessed to have Father guidance, and he has a way of making
Steve Bates as one of its prominent everyone feel seen and heard. His
members. He is an esteemed figure ingpesence is a true blessing, and we are
school who is known for his warm, kindrateful for the roots that began growing
hearted nature, empathy, and open here just eighteen years ago.
mindedness. Father Steve is a personl_Ooking ahead to the future. we

\évit]/g gﬁé‘f;ﬁ; ‘r’]"glr'lggtéoalr?;gn?}neﬁresaunderstanq that our foundation is firmly

: ; . - “grounded in the past. We are committed to
and dedication to his calling. ?)%ogress and change. Every school must

be open to new ideas while still keeping its

‘dx ] Being raised as a Southern Baptist butraditions alive. We owe our existence
As the school year draws to a close, it'snow confirmed as an Episcopalian, today to the faith, love, and hope of those
time to take a moment to reflect on the recall having a lot of questions. When Wwho came before us, so failing to
past, present, and future. As an-award first met Father Steve about all sorts ofecognize this would be a mistake. We are
winning independent school, Holy Nativifpiscopalian traditions, prayers, and a unique school, and we appreciate our
Episcopal School has a unique liturgy. He always took the time to ansstesng bonds with our past and current
perspective on the importance of historyny questions with patience and families. As we move forward, we will
tradition, and progress. Our school has understanding, never once making mecontinue to look toward the future with
deep roots in Bay County, Florida, and ffi@gl judged or inadequate for not knowige and faith, guided by our love for one
been housed in a building with historicaHis willingness to guide each of us on austher.
significance, formerly known as Cove spiritual journeys with such a Let us never forget one of our strongest
Grammar School. Being a part of a compassionate approach is what makésr oot s, 0 Fat her St e\

COVE Schoolhouddien & Nower - 1944 SR Y ompson Roy

Cove 3rd gragies
_ at the south &

1966 Cove =

Cheerleaders

on basketball ,

court; 2024 N‘ —J-e_ '
Holy Nativity '
Bolts Cheer — ™imitys— B

eaders in the o,

Holy Pavilion. 1966-1967




Paget  Holy Nativity Foundation Celebrates 25th Anniversary of Saving the Cove Scho
What is the Holy Nativity School il
Foundation? | HOLY NATIVITY |

In 1998, there were plans to demo
the historic §fkar old Cove Elemen
School. The building had closed a
Aischool 6 in 1984
t he fiBay Di stri g
Several community members and e
of Holy Nativity combined forces ta

ensure that the schoolhouse woulg
be torn down and that it could be o]
a school to increase growth opport

for Holy Nativity.

It was April 8, 1998, when the Bay
District School Board approved the
|l egendary fpropé
transferred Cove Elementary SchoeFHng L : il

the hands of the Holy Nativity SchgolThese Foundation members were gathered in McDaniel Hall on 2023 yearbook presentati

Foundation. Carolyn Cramer, John Darrah, Tom Weller, Linda Peters Weller, June Lloyd,
Measured at 25,158 square feet on 4 Rayford Lloyd, Forrest Whitehurst, Beverly McDaniel, & Brent Faison.

acres of land, the property was valter—=+ _

$175,000. Tom Wel [TheFoundationttreen the annual payment of $58,000 to gay off

The condition of the main building v began the restoration of the buildings a the $500,000 construction loan an
described by Tom Weller at the tim grounds. For example: Floors had beer mortgage which, at the beginning, yvas
being in fidespercoveredin gluddwn carpet, the originak held by the contractor. Our Foundagion
condition. Due to limitations on Bay 14foot ceilings had been concealed by then wrote an official lease of the sghool
District Schools to sell to a private gropped ceiling tiles, there was no A/C, to the Episcopal Diocese of the Ceftral
school, Carolyn Cramer & Mable Sipeq; the windows were boarded up an Gulf Coast for 99 years.

fortunately owned a piece of Propet . intaq over in many places, all light 2023 was the 25th anniversary of dur

adjacent to Bay High School and [ . ,

suggested a fitr a fixtures had to be rewired and replaced foundation. TWENTY FIVE YEARY
And that was just the begiéning B a y We are so grateful for our Foundatipn

property. . } .
Construction team who continues to be the guarglians
/993 Company owned by of our schobher growth, her
: Mary Sittman, appearance, her stability.
® 0 0 00 -
- DAILY supervisor - The past, present and future studefts
ACommunity For More E Ihl IT L\/\'/ ICI) Y are forever grateful to these generdus
= inn- ather Tom Weller, people who invested in the vision ahd
Preservation In'ormat“."." engineer Rayford  value of our schoolhouse:
PrOJBCL Foundsion ino (atacoxampt, | LIOY/0 2nd aireless The original 1998 Foundation:
. PL I construction crew Kathy Barr, Brian Barnes, Steve Butler,

charitable organization) has |\yorked on the Carolyn Cramer, John Darrah, Mar

been  established  for | proiect every day — Sittman, Elyse & John Fishel, Lucilf
S planning a”‘: for two yearsto  Peters Graham* (in memory), Bill Ljoyd,
eomplelind the preseniaticn of e KoeXine campus Sr.* (in memory), Rayford Lloyd, Bgverly
.C ove Elefmemary' rormore. |[Fe truly beautiful McDaniel, Scott & Cranston Pope,
'VCIi‘t)er:ma“O”‘ please call or |o 9 mpus. & Ronald Sinicrope, Mabel Fleming mith*
Foundation membe (in memory), Tom Carroll Weller & Linda

The Holy Nativity School || inda Peters Wellel Peters Weller, & Forrest Whitehurs}.

Foundation, Inc. & her mother Lucile gy 2024, the acting Foundation inclfided:
P.O. Box 12154 Peters Graham set | jnda & Tom Weller, Rayford Lloyd,
. up an extrardinary june Lloyd, Carolyn Cramer, John

Panama City, FL 32401 $700,000 Darrah, Mary Sittman, Beverly McDhniel,
Panama City, Florida (850) 747-4000 Charitable Trust  Cynthia Fuller, Brent Faison, Will Clamer,
designed to provide Edward San Juan, & Amy Moody.




Donations & Pledges for the Linda & Tom Weller STREAM Building Continue to Exceed Gl
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Remembering Father Steveds 18 years
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